Brief comment text:

FCC 98183:As a part of one of our club meetings, we discussed the proposed changes by theFCCfor Amateur Radio licenses.On Morse code, members felt that non-code was OK.  These non-code operatorsshould be restricted to UHF/VHF and somewhere in the 40 meter band for practiceonMorse code.  Another possibility is in the 15 or 17 meter band.  They do needpracticeon Morse code.  Members want the multiple choice tests on Morse code over thestraight code test.There should be element testing on digital techniques.People need to be  professional operators.  Testing doesn't prove they canoperate aradio properly and make contacts.  Ethics and procedure are important.  Codetestingdoesn't necessarily mean operators can show proper etiquette.  QSL cards areproof ofcontact and show ability.  Operators should show ability to use a radio in ordertoupgrade.What about a possible panel in each area to review operators for advancement toshowethics, professionalism, and help make better operators?On disabilities--VEs can only examine for elements they have passed themselves.Itshould still take three VEs to examine a candidate.  Members also felt thatcandidatesshould get a doctor's statement signed, saying the person has disabilities (inall cases).All members felt that more people need to get into Amateur Radio to preserve itandkeep the airwaves from being taken over by other interests.
